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To the Pamlico County
High School Class of 2026,

It is hard to believe that the time has come for your class to grad-
uate. We have watched you grow from children into young adults,
and it has been a privilege to see the people you have become.

Every graduating class leaves its own mark on a school, and
your class is no different. Over the years, you have experienced
successes, disappointments, challenges, and accomplishments,
but through it all, you have continued to move forward. That per-
severance says a great deal about who you are.

As your time at Pamlico County High School comes to an end,
I hope you recognize that the legacy you leave behind is not mea-
sured by awards, test scores, or accomplishments alone. It is mea-
sured by the way you treated people, the friendships you built, the
example you set for younger students, and the pride you showed
in your school and community.

No matter where life takes you next, never forget where you
came from. Pamlico County is a special place because of its peo-
ple, and each of you will always be part of the story of this com-
munity. | hope you will continue to work hard, stay humble, and use
your talents to make a positive difference wherever you go. We are
proud of you, proud of what you have accomplished, and proud to
call you graduates of Pamlico County High School.

Congratulations, Class of 2026! We will be cheering you on for
years to come.

Best wishes,

Jeremy B. Johnson, EdD

Superintendent Pamlico County Schools

Becky Lansche, Principal’s Welcome:

Good evening, everyone. My name is Becky Lansche, and | have
the honor of serving as principal of Pamlico County High School. It
is my pleasure to welcome you to this very special evening as we
gather to celebrate the graduation of the Class of 2026.

On behalf of the faculty and staff of Pamlico County High School,
as well as the Pamlico County Board of Education, | warmly wel-
come each of you to our Commencement Exercises.

We are honored tonight to be joined by several distinguished
guests:

Dr. Jeremy Johnson, Superintendent of Pamlico County Schools;

And from the Pamlico County Board of Education: Chairman
John Prescott, Vice-Chairman Erik Smith, Ms. Cathy Dunbar, Ms.
Jaclyn Jones, Ms. Heather Harrison, Ms. Helen Gibbs, and Mr.
Jamie Gibbs.

Also joining me on stage are the dedicated faculty and staff of
Pamlico County High School. Their tireless support, encourage-
ment, and commitment have helped shape the students we cel-
ebrate tonight.

| would also like to recognize our assistant principal, Mr. Brandon
Spiece, who will be assisting on stage this evening. Mr. Spiece has
been a steady source of leadership, support, and encouragement
for our students and staff, and | am grateful for his commitment to
our school community.

The students seated on stage will be introduced later in the
program.

Seniors, tonight is especially meaningful to me because many of
you are not just students | have known for the past four years of
high school—I first knew many of you as middle school students,
and now | have the privilege of watching you cross this stage as
graduates.

Before serving as principal of Pamlico County High School, |
had the privilege of serving as principal at Pamlico County Middle
School when many of you were eighth graders. Four years ago, |
stood on this very stage and shook your hands as you were pro-
moted to high school. Tonight, | will have the honor of shaking your
hands again as graduates.

What a privilege it has been to witnhess your growth during that
time.

| have watched you mature as students, athletes, artists, leaders,
teammates, and friends. | have seen you overcome challenges,
celebrate successes, support one another, and persevere through
moments that tested you. This class has experienced victories,
disappointments, change, uncertainty at times, and growth—and

May your graduation be the first of many achievements to follow.
Keep up the great work, and we know you will continue to reach new beights of success.
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through it all, you continued moving forward.

Your senior year has been filled with “lasts”—your last first day
of school, your last Homecoming game, your last prom. Some of
those moments may have felt ordinary at the time, and some of
you may have been eager for them to arrive and pass quickly. But
one day, you will look back and realize these years were filled with
moments that helped shape who you are becoming.

And for all of us, this year carries an even deeper meaning
because it marks the closing of a chapter in the history of Pamlico
County High School. This is the final graduating class to walk
these halls, sit in these classrooms, fill these bleachers, and make
memories in a building that has meant so much to generations of
students, staff, families, and our community. While we look forward
with excitement to a new school and new opportunities, there
is something really special about the memories made here-the
friendships formed, the lessons learned, the traditions built, and
the countless moments that shaped lives within these walls. Class
of 2026, you will always hold a unique place in the story of this
school because you are helping close one chapter while inspiring
the beginning of another.

Graduation is more than a ceremony. It is the recognition of
years of hard work, determination, and personal growth. Every stu-
dent seated before us tonight has traveled a unique path to reach
this moment, and every path matters.

Class of 2026, you are a truly special group of young people,
and it has been one of the greatest honors of my career to walk
alongside you during these important years of your lives.

Tonight, we celebrate you. You are the heart of this ceremony,
and we are proud to honor all that you have achieved.

Vice President of Student Government
Claire DeLancey - Reflections from the
Class of 2026:

Hello Students, family, friends, and faculty here at PCHS. My
name is Claire DeLancey and I’'m so happy to be here speaking to
you all on such an important day.

When | first heard of Pamlico it was the summer before our
Freshman year, and as | walked into this school building on the
first day of school, nothing could have prepared me for the close
knit community that would welcome me in for the next four years.
For the roughly 720 days that we’ve spent together at PCHS, (give
or take some snow days, senioritis, and flu season) it has been
so beautiful to see how each one of you has stretched and grown
throughout the years.

It’s hard to recap on four years, but in my mind, no matter how
much time has passed I’ll be sure to remember a few things. Il
remember David Mewborn graciously playing happy birthday
on his trumpet to anyone who asked. I'll remember the loud silly
bus rides after sporting events when we would yell at the top of
our lungs and beg Coach Rose to stop at Taco Bell...Or at least |
begged to stop at Taco Bell. And finally I'll remember the hallways,
each one of you going to your next class, either angry about the
grade you got on a test, or holding hands with your first boyfriend
or girlfriend, or whispering with your friends about something that,
at the time, was probably super important.

Overall, the time we’ve spent here will be remembered by the
people who made school worth going to. The memories shared
and the lessons learned. So! What’s next? How will you remember
your next four years? Whether it be a University, the military or the
workforce, what do you want people to think of when they think of
you? Okay okay that was a lot to throw at you, and it’s okay not to
have the answers to those questions.

But here’s my hope for you. My hope is that you wake up every-
day ready to try. In a room full of people who are afraid to say
something, speak up! And finally, you’ve heard me say this 1 million
times, and I'll say it again, never forget to smile. Smile at people.
Smile because you’re nervous. Smile because someone needs it.
Smile because you deserve it. You deserve to enjoy life and live
the little moments.

| thank God for the time that I've spent at Pamlico with all of
you. The ups and the downs, the failures and the successes. What
a blessing it was, to have moved here with a group like you. | am
forever grateful for you all and the thousands of lessons we’ve
learned together.

And finally, | believe that there will never be a better class than
the class of 2026! So Ms. Lansche, go ahead and tear this school
down!

Thank you so much and congratulations!!!

Becky Lansche, Special Recognition
~ Isaac Rodriguez:

There is one member of the Class of 2026 whose story reflects
the kind of perseverance that leaves a lasting impact on everyone
around him.

‘@WM
Kylee Morris & Evan Wall
&The PCHS Class of 2026!

A Proud Moment

As you celebrate the culmination of your academic efforts, we’d
like to extend our warm congratulations. May your diploma open
all the right doors on your path to success.
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502 Main Street, Bayboro, NC 28515 | 252-745-3551

As | mentioned earlier, before serving as principal at Pamlico
County High School, | was principal at Pamlico County Middle
School when this class was in eighth grade. That was when | first
met Isaac Rodriguez.

Actually, the truth is, | had been praying for Isaac long before |
ever met him.

A friend of the Rodriguez family who was part of my church
home group kept us updated weekly after Isaac’s brain cancer
diagnosis in 2018. | knew Isaac’s story before | even knew his face.

At school, | had already come to know his twin brother, Isaiah,
who had been with us the entire year. But | did not meet Isaac until
his medical team approved him to return to school for half days.

And | will never forget it.

What stood out to me was not everything Isaac had endured, but
the attitude he carried with him through it all. After spending years
unable to experience school the way most students do, all Isaac
wanted was to be back in the classroom, back in the hallways, and
back alongside his classmates again. Something many of us take
for granted was something he deeply valued.

There are some people who inspire others because of extraor-
dinary talent or achievement. Others inspire simply by refusing to
give up, even when life gives them every reason to.

For Isaac, there have been days when just making it to school
required tremendous effort. And yet, he shows up. He puts a smile
on his face. He doesn’t complain. And, he treats others with kind-
ness and carries himself with a quiet determination.

He has reminded me over and over again, that courage is not
always loud or attention-seeking. Sometimes, it looks like persis-
tence. Sometimes, it looks like grace. And sometimes, it looks like
walking through the doors each day with a positive spirit despite
the challenges you carry.

Tonight, it is my honor to recognize Isaac Rodriguez with the
Principal’s “Heart of a Hurricane” Award for showing us what cour-
age looks like in action. For showing us that our challenges don’t
define who we are.

Isaac, you have touched this school community more than you
may ever know. Congratulations.

Salutatorian
Jonah Rose - Reflections from
the Class of 2026:

Good evening everyone, and congratulations to the class of
2026. | would first like to thank our teachers, faculty, Board of
Education, family, friends, and everyone else who helped us in our
journey here. You’ve all made sacrifices to make sure we all end up
here, even if we didn’t notice them.

If you know anything about me, be that through teaching me or
as a fellow classmate, then you’ll probably expect this speech to
have a lot of quotes, and you’d be right. But | promise that | use
them for a good reason.

People commonly say that high school will be the best four years
of our lives. However, for a multitude of reasons, I'd like to dis-
agree. Everyone sitting here knows that the years of our education
have been anything but normal. But aside from just that, | refuse to
believe that there is nothing to look forward to in the future. There
are always wonderful things ahead, even if we can’t see them. To
make a quote, “No one thinks about what awaits them at the end
of the journey when embarking on an adventure. But the unknown
future, twinkling ever so tantalizingly, is what inevitably draws us
to venture towards them.” Needless to say, this isn’t just the end of
an era, but the beginning of a new one entirely.

Walking out of here, we all are moving in our own direction.
Some of us are going to seek a higher education, some are going
into the workforce, and some may not be entirely sure where their
calling lies. Even if you do not know where you are headed, it is
important to make sure your path is uniquely and unflinchingly
yours. Your dreams are your own. Yours to strive for, yours to labor
over, and yours to guide you in moments that you feel lost. To put
it simply, “Pursue your dream, even if it means wagering your life
in the chase, because flying high and burning bright beats remain-
ing grounded, huddling around the embers of what you could have
been.”

Now, I've been talking a lot about the future, but I'd like to reel
us back to the present. While graduation is a moment to look into
the future, it is also a moment to look into the past. To make a
quote, “A star can only truly be seen in the darkness.” The past
four years have not been easy. If you're sitting here, you know that.
We’ve dealt with pandemics, floods, storms, snow, rigorous course
schedules, packed schedules, stressful exams, and hundreds of
other things that others likely don’t even know about. But all of that
was the darkness, the pretense through which we are able to view
the brilliant light of this moment.

Each and every one of you here are destined for great things. |
personally ascribe myself to an idea that I’ve heard that, “It’s not
the strong who survive, it’s the survivors who are strong,” and by
that, everyone here is powerful. We weathered our storms, literally
or metaphorically, and we came out stronger on the other side, like
a piece of sea glass being tumbled into a brilliant stone. The past
years have challenged us, but they also defined us. We’ve forged
bonds, challenged ourselves, and expanded our knowledge, and |
know that all of you will use your newfound strength to change the
ways in beautiful ways.

I'd like to end this off with one last quote: “We’re all captains of
our own hearts. We just happened to be sailing the same path, and
sometimes we’d let each other take the helm. But at the end of all
things, you have to be the captain of your own ship. You’re the one
who has to steer your very own path. So don’t you dare let go of
your helm before the voyage is over, because | won’t either.” Thank
you all, and congratulations to the class of 2026.
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PCHS
GRADUATES 2026

"It you want to
turn a vision into
reality, you have

to give 100%

and never stop
believing in your
dream.”

Marian Aguilera Elizabeth Aldridge

Madison Anderson

e e
CONGRATULATIOI\ISI
CLASS of 2026

Julia Bain
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Helping you is what we best.

Braxton Buck

The best of wishes to you

and may you have a very .
Donald Campbell » prosperous life and all Daniels-

your dreams come true. Sadler
Funeral Home
g & Crematory
‘ 52 Bryant Street
Alliance, NC 28509

Jaquan Coffey Iain Cowell Mya Curtis-Hill

Avery Cain
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President of Student Government
Moriah Phillips - Reflections from the Class of 2026:

Good evening everyone! On behalf of the
graduating class, thank you for joining us as
we celebrate a milestone we’ve been looking
forward to for a long time. Tonight is a night
we’ll remember for years, and we’re so grate-
ful to share it with the people who helped us
get here. | am so glad to be on this stage
and | feel so honored to have this moment
with you all after serving as your Student
Government Association President. Today, |
would like to speak to you all, my classmates,
my fellow graduates, and my friends about
how special you are.

For the past 6,500 days (approximately),
you have woken up. Before the day you were
born, you had to fight for your spot in your
mother’s womb. According to experts, the
odds of you specifically being born is about 1
in 400 trillion. This includes the probability of
your mother meeting your father, your moth-
er's egg being properly fertilized, and the
odds of ALL of your ancestors surviving long
enough to reproduce and eventually help
create you. In other words, you are a miracle.
There is only one of you and there will always
only be one of you. There is no one like you,
and you have every right to remind the world
of that fact. Don’t be afraid to make it known!

| truly believe that there is no class like our
own. | am so proud of my classmates, and |
am so honored that | got to share my child-
hood with you all. | took so much pride and

joy in watching everyone around me grow,
change, and mold into the person they are
today. With that being said, | am very aware
of the potential you all hold when it comes to
making a difference in society.

After graduation we will all go our sepa-
rate ways; different colleges, states, jobs,
and careers, but | really want you all to
know that | am rooting for you no matter
where you end up. Each and everyone one
of you has the power to change something
in society, whether it be in your workplace,
college campus, or within your own house-
hold. Never in a million years should you
stop speaking up for what you believe is
right. Without our voices, we don’t have
any power. | expect you all to go out into
the world and make a difference, spread
positivity, help others, and be creative and
express yourself unapologetically.

| hope these words encourage you all to
never allow your light to be dimmed, by oth-
ers or yourself, because this world needs
your light. | can see it and | know you can
too. Don’t be afraid of your influence, use it to
improve the world around you. Alice Walker
said, “The most common way people give
up their power is by thinking they don’t have
any.” You have so much power and potential,
and | pray you never forget that. Thank you
so much for being you. Congratulations to
the class of 2026!

Graduates!

rats

Let’s Hear
It for Our
Graduates!

We're giving a big hand to the
dedicated seniors who have worked so
hard for this day.

Their perseverance and accomplishments
make us proud to be a part of this
community.

Keep up the great work, grads!

Potter Oil Company

24250 NC-33, Aurora, NC 27806
252-322-4031  1-800-962-8473

www.potteroil.com

Congratulations
Justin Potter
& The Class of 2026!
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Pamlico County High School

Graduation

B> Class of 2026

Behind you...all your memories
Before you...all your dreams
Around you...all who love you
Within you...all you need
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Pamlico County Republican Party

PCHS
RADUATES 2026

Jahniva Davis

Alexandria Daniels

Keirah Dixon Candice Donovan

McKenzie Edwads Coralene Ellis Tavia Ellison

Yharen Espinoza Jacob Eubanks Mia Felix-Osuna

Marcos Garcia

Darien Fisher

Jaylen Gardner Mary Garrand

Jesse Hacker Syler Hall

Alyssa Hook

Jaxon Hughes Layden

Angel Ireland
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DELAMAR & DELAMAR, PLLC
“ ATTORNEYS AT LAW
SARA DELAMAR

PCHS
GRADUATES 2026
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=M Onward
& Upward

Isaiah Mewborn

Ross McLamb

Wishing our Class of 2026 &«
graduates much success and
happiness on the road ahead.
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Thanks for setting the example with
your hard work and dedication.

We’re very proud of you

Congratulations!

Treyvon Mumford

Kylee Morris
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Alliance, NC 28509
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www.hardisontire.com
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Hardison Tire Company.

Yianelli Olguin
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Moriah Phillips
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Congratulations 2026 Graduates!
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Class of 2026

SADUAT

Aubry Rice

Jaylin Savage

Addison Smith Emma Smith Zrya Squires
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PCHS
GRADUATES 2026

Jaylen Wright Noah Wright

Congratulations
Class of 2026

“Celebrate endings—for they

precede new beginnings.”
— Jonathan Lockwood Huie

—

PAMLICO GOUNTY SCHOOLS

Congratulations

Jonah Rose, Recipient of the
Dottie Osmun Memoria ial
Scholarship and to the
Pamlico County High School
Graduating Class of 2026

olfrontporch.org | 252-220-2281

Congratulations
Clags of 2026 Graduates

PAMLICO PARTS

Auto ¢ Farm ¢ Industrial ¢ Parts & Supplies
Alliance ¢ 745-3912
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Congratulations

Class of 2026
The Future
Belongs To You

Sherri Hicks, DVM

Wendy, Ben, Kelly, EJ,
Chasity, Tiffany,
& Natalie

Oriental Village
Veterinary Hospital

407 Broad St, Oriental, NC 28571
252.249. 2149
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Alyssa Anderson
Quick wit, big laughs, and now a diploma.
So proud of the woman you’re becoming.

Mom & Dad

SOPROUD!

Jenna Lee Buck
We are so proud of the woman you have

5
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Allie Daniels
Keep shini light! Behind you, all your memories. Before you, all your
become. Keep shining your light! dreams. Around you, all who love you. Within you, all

We Love you so much! { you need. Go forth and set the world on fire.
Love, Dad, Mom, Jayda, Jenna and JoJo Buck Mom & Dad
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Alyssa Nicole Hook
Keep Shining Brightly in all that you do!

We are so proud of you and all your
God has an AMAZING plan for your life, Qui Qui!

SOPROUDI

Jahniva Davis
My baby is graduating for the FIRST time!
Jahniva, I am so proud of you and will
continue to support you in all your endeavors!

accomplishments. May all your dreams be
big and all your worries be small.

- B We love you Alyssa!!
1 We love you so much! :
Your forever cheerleader, Mo my and Dad Love, Grandma, Dad, Uncle Craig,
Love Mom xoxo Cailyn & Abby

B L’/. ) - B L’/. h
o DID IT] & out, DID IT!

We can't believe graduation is already We are s very proud of you Jonah!

y . "
here. We are so proud of you and all you = . Can't wait to see what your future holds. Always remember, you got this!
have accomplished! Congratulations! i ! Love | love you the most!

We love you! . ; Love always
Mom, Dad, Anna and Caroline !
Mama, Daddy and Lindsey Justin Potter Jonah Rose Morn

W, ° -
e DID IT! &K | | SOPROUD! @ G

We are so incredibly proud of
the person you've become. i |
¥ Y Congratulatlons. We are proud of you and your accomplishments.
We love the kind and loving person you are. May the F

Congratulations on graduating high
school! Your future is bright, and we

Lord guide you on your future journey. We love you!
Jaylen Wright Love, Mom, Dad & Hayleigh
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I'm so proud of my Dinky! Looking
forward to your next chapter.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Savannah, Rondyl and Milik

love you always.
Love, Mom, Dad, and Kaitlyn

"Vhe leginning is the most important part of the work.” —futs
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Abigail Toler
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and more!

22532 NC Hwy 55 East, Oriental, NC

252-249-2135
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Congratulations

Congratulations Tideland EMC Here’s to a Bright Future!
Scholarship Winner — —

Jonah Rose

Pamlico County
High School Class of 2026

Tideland EMC has awarded a $1,000 University scholarship to Jonah
Rose. Jonah is the son of Jason and Patricia Rose of Merritt. He will
attend North Carolina State University. Jonah will major in horticultural
science specializing in plant breeding and biotechnology.

At Tideland Electric, we believe in the power of education.

Tldeland EMC Willis Electric Company

Real People. Real Power. Bayboro, NC -+ 252-745-3501
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We are extremely proud
of the entire Class of 2026!

Pamlico Community College congratulates
all area graduates on their accomplishments!

If you plan to continue your
educational pursuits after high
school, consider enrolling at

= Pamlico Community College!

. & PCC can prepare you for a
v great hands-on career with
A '\ short-term training options
L. or can get you started on a
B four-year degree at a fraction
" of the cost of university tuition!

PCC features small classes,
which means more

- personalized attention for you!
Our faculty members and staff
want to help you succeed!

Scholarships and other
e sources of financial aid are

~ available to students who
qualify!

R Check out all of the great
opportunities available here!

Contact the college today to dics r
options for the upcoming Fall 2026 semester!

5049 N.C. 306 South
P P AMLICO Grantsboro, NC 28529
(I 252-249-1851, ext. 3001
' COMMUNITY COLLEGE studentservices@pamlicocc.edu

Recognized as a national leader in student success! www.pamllcocc.edu

amlico Community College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates. Pamlico Community College also may offer credentials such as certificates and diplomas at approved
degree levels. Questions about the accreditation of Pamlico Community College may be directed in writing to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, by calling (404) 679-4500, or by using information available
on SACSCOC's website https://sacscoc.org/
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